Belzany Resource Style Checklist & Mood Board

Kitchen Decor Style Checklist & Mood Board
Planner

A practical planning guide for choosing a style direction, testing combinations, and building a kitchen refresh
that feels coordinated from one decision to the next.

What this resource helps you do

e Clarify the look you want before you start buying decor and surface accents.
e Use a simple mood board process to test warmth, finish pairing, and overall visual balance.

e Avoid the common mistake of mixing beautiful items that do not actually work together in the same room.

How to use it

Skim the first pages to choose your direction, then fill in the planning pages based on the refresh you
actually want to make.

Use simple notes and rough numbers. You do not need perfect pricing or a finished design vision
before you start.

The goal is to help you make cleaner decor choices, avoid mismatch, and spend more intentionally.
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Define the style direction first

Style Checklist & Mood Board

Most kitchen refreshes get off track when the shopping starts before the direction is clear. A style direction is
not about locking yourself into a label. It is simply a way to decide what belongs in the room. If you know that
you want the kitchen to feel lighter, softer, cleaner, warmer, more tailored, or more contrast-driven, then each

later choice becomes easier to judge.
Use these style anchors
Anchor Questions to ask

Do | want airy, warm, tailored,
relaxed, or crisp?

Overall mood
Main finish story =~ What 2—3 materials should repeat?

Do | want subtle layering or stronger

Contrast level . o
visual definition?

Decor Should styling feel minimal,
personality collected, or decorative?
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Examples

Soft modern, warm transitional, casual
classic

Painted cabinets + brushed brass + light
wood

Tone-on-tone calm vs. black accents and
edge contrast

Simple trays and ceramics vs. fuller shelf
styling
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Mood board planning page

A useful mood board should include more than pretty standalone images. Try to collect examples that show
cabinet tone, hardware finish, wall or backsplash color, textiles, wood tone, and countertop styling in the same
frame. That makes it much easier to spot whether your chosen direction feels cohesive or mixed.

Element What | want Reference image / source Keep / test / reject

What to compare on the board

e Warm wood tones against cooler painted surfaces

e Metal finish repetition across hardware, faucet, and lighting

e How patterned backsplashes interact with countertop movement
e Whether open shelf styling looks collected or crowded

e If softening elements like rugs or window treatments support the room instead of competing with it
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Coordination checklist

Checklist area What to confirm
Cabinets + wall color The undertones do not fight and the contrast level feels intentional.

Finishes either repeat or blend in a way that feels designed rather

Hardware + faucet + light fixture
than random.

Pattern, movement, and color depth are balanced; one does not

Countertop + backsplash
P P overpower the other.

Decor repeats the room's finish story instead of introducing

Styling pieces
yling p unrelated colors or textures.

Textiles, runners, or shades add warmth without making the

Softening elements
¢ kitchen feel visually busy.

Before buying anything

If an item looks good on its own but does not reinforce the kitchen's main finish story, it probably
belongs on a wish list instead of in the cart.

Final notes

A finished kitchen rarely looks cohesive because every individual item is impressive. It usually looks cohesive
because the same visual ideas repeat gently from one choice to the next. Use that principle as your filter while
you plan and while you shop.
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